THE
SALEM
STATE
DIFFERENCE
Salem State University provides a
high quality, student-centered
education that prepares a diverse
community of learners to
contribute responsibly and
creatively to a global society and
serve as a resource to advance
the region's cultural, social and
economic development.

SEASIDE
CAMPUS
MEETS HIP,
HISTORIC
CITY
Salem State is located in
the vibrant city of Salem
where there is always
something to do.
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What is a major?

ACADEMICS:
PROGRAMS
THAT FUEL
YOUR
PASSION
Graduate prepared to be
competitive in the
workforce and a leader in
your community.

• To earn your bachelor’s degree, you must declare a “major.”
• A major is simply a “major area of focus” for your studies.

What is a concentration?
• A specific area of emphasis within your chosen major.
• Helps you customize your college experience and courses,
based on the areas of your major you’re most interested in.

What is a minor?
• A secondary area of study that allows
you to explore another subject
without having to declare a second
major.
• Expands upon skillsets developed
within your major/concentration.

WHAT WILL
I STUDY AT
SALEM
STATE?

Think about your interests, passions and goals!
Open the university viewbook (there’s one in
your backpack!)
Flip to the last page (don't worry, we'll
let you look through the rest of it)
Look at the majors and concentrations
Salem State has to offer

Our academic programs
are designed to promote
your growth both in and
out of the classroom.

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN ANOTHER CULTURE.
GAIN A NEW PERSPECTIVE.
MAKE NEW FRIENDS.

BEYOND
THE
CLASSROOM

• Study abroad to immerse yourself in another culture while
earning credits towards your Salem State degree.
• We offer a wide variety of study abroad programs that will fit
into any major, schedule, or budget.
VOLUNTEER. GIVE BACK. MAKE AN IMPACT.

At Salem State, we believe
learning is more than
doing homework.

Career Ready

I Voted!
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• Take part in service-learning and community service
initiatives, you can make a change in the local community
with our Center for Civic Engagement.
• Salem State recently became a Carnegie Community
Engagement-classified university.
CAREER READINESS AND EXPLORATION
Through one-on-one appointments, class presentations, and
career events, career services offers comprehensive career
planning support including career and academic program
exploration, resume and cover letter development, job and
internship searching, interview prep, salary negotiation, and more.
Last year, over 400 employers engage with Salem State Vikings.

STUDENT
SERVICES:
COMMITTED
TO YOUR
SUCCESS

From help with your classwork to your
physical and emotional well-being to
planning for your future, Salem State's
student services are here to help you have
the best experience possible.

CAREER SERVICES

DISABILITY
SERVICES

CENTER FOR
ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE

FIRST YEAR
EXPERIENCE

COMMONWEALTH
HONORS
PROGRAM

STUDENT
NAVIGATION
CENTER

COUNSELING AND
HEALTH SERVICES

VETERANS’
AFFAIRS

#RollVikes
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Live here.
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A CAMPUS CALLED HOME

APPLY

HOW TO
BECOME A
SALEM STATE
VIKING

Apply online at salemstate.edu/apply
APPLY FOR FREE THIS WEEKEND!

SEND US YOUR TRANSCRIPTS
Request for your high school to send us
your official high school transcript.

OPTIONAL APPLICATION MATERIALS
• Test Scores (SAT/ACT)
• Recommendations
• Essay

ROLLING ADMISSION
Applications are accepted on a rolling basis, except
for nursing which has a firm January 15 deadline.

GENERAL ADMISSIONS
REQUIREMENTS
REQUIRED 17 COLLEGE PREP
UNITS

SLIDING SCALE FOR STUDENTS
WITH A GPA LOWER THAN 3.0

COURSE TYPE

GPA

SAT

ACT

2.51–2.99

990

19

2.41–2.5

1030

20

ENGLISH

NUMBER OF
COURSES
REQUIRED
4 courses

MATHEMATICS 4 courses
SCIENCE

3 courses (each
with a lab)

2.31–2.4

1070

21

FOREIGN
LANGUAGE

2 courses

2.21–2.3

1110

22

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

2 courses

2.11–2.2

1140

23

ELECTIVES

2 courses

2.0–2.1

1180

24

Salem State University no longer requires
standardized tests scores (SAT/ACT) as part
of our admission requirements.*

TEST
OPTIONAL:
WHAT DOES
IT MEAN FOR
YOU?

As part of a growing national movement, eliminating
standardized tests from admission requirements allows
Salem State to attract more students who are
academically qualified based on their high school
course selection and GPA, but perhaps did not score
well on the SAT/ACT.

TEST OPTIONAL GUIDELINES
• Applicants with a GPA of 2.5 or higher are
encouraged to submit their test scores (SAT/ACT) as
it will assist with academic placement at orientation
when registering for classes.
• Applicants with a GPA below 2.5 must submit a letter
of reference from a teacher or high school guidance
counselor
• To take advantage of "test optional", please check
off "test optional" on the application.

PROGRAM-SPECIFIC
ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
PROGRAM

REQUIREMENT

ART

Portfolio required, submitted through
Slideroom

BFA (THEATRE PROGRAMS)

Virtual audition/portfolio required, submitted
through Slideroom

BIOLOGY

2.7 minimum GPA

DANCE

Virtual audition required,
submitted through AcceptD

MUSIC

Virtual audition required, scheduled by
contacting the music and dance department

NURSING

• 3.0 minimum GPA
• Honors/AP/IB in math and science
coursework
• SAT/ACT waiver through Fall 2022
• Firm January 15 Deadline

STUDENT
INFORMATION PANEL
ASK YOUR QUESTIONS
AND GET ANSWERS
FROM CURRENT
VIKINGS DURING YOUR
OPEN HOUSE VISIT
TODAY!

FINANCIAL AID 101
Starting the process to
finance your education

STUDENTAID.GOV
It all starts with a single website
Visit studentaid.gov
— the one-stop for all things
Federal Financial Aid
First-time users/applicants should
select Create an Account
Both parent/guardian and student
need to create an account and
should both start by selecting
Create An FSA ID

STEP 1: CREATE AN FSA ID

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

MOBILE PHONE NUMBER

• Each person creating an FSA ID must use their own mobile phone number or email
address.
• Save your FSA ID information somewhere safe, you will need it multiple times in your (or
your student’s) college career.

STEP 2: COMPLETE THE FAFSA
Salem State University School Code:

002188

Available each year on October 1.
The sooner you do it, the better off you are.
Uses financial information from 2 years ago
Examples: The 2021-22 FAFSA used 2019’s tax/income information. The 2022-23 FAFSA
will use 2020’s tax/income information.

Use the IRS Direct Transfer option for an easier application process
Both parent/guardian and student (if under 24 years old) must sign*.

*Students under legal guardianship, foster care, or experiencing special
circumstances should reach out to the school for additional information.

SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY
FINANCIAL AID TIMELINE
October 1: 2022-2023 FAFSA is available
Late December: Financial Aid awards begin
going out to accepted students that have
completed the FAFSA
(Sample commuter and residential student
award letters are available in your
backpack!)
February 15: FAFSA priority deadline
May 1: Massachusetts State Grant deadline
(MA residents).

salemstate.edu/calculator
Use our Net Price Calculator to
estimate your award.

SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY
TYPES OF AID
•
•
•
•
•

Federal Need-Based Grants
State Need-Based Grants and Tuition Waivers
Salem State Need-Based and Merit-Based Aid
Federal Direct Loans
Federal Work-Study

UNDERSTANDING YOUR
AWARD LETTER
Types of Aid
• Gift (free money)
• Loans (money you need to payback)
• Estimated Direct Cost (Paid to Salem State)
• Estimated Remaining Out-of-Pocket Cost

Sample commuter and
residential student
financial aid award letters
are in your backpack!

PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIPS
• Salem State University Viking
Scholarships external opportunities
(salemstate.academicworks.com)
• bigfuture.collegeboard.com
• fastweb.com
• phillips-scholarships.com
• salliemae.com/scholarships
• scholarships.com

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
• Income reduction from federal 2020 tax returns
• Unemployment due to Covid-19
• High out of pocket medical expenses
*Students under legal guardianship, foster care, or experiencing special
circumstances should reach out to the school for additional information

WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS LATER?
The Student Navigation Center is available to help with Financial Aid,
Billing/Student Account and Registration questions.
Email navcenter@salemstate.edu so we can assist you!

