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Calendar
3-5 December 2008   Northeast Aquaculture Conference and Exposition, Portland, ME. 
(contact: Dana Morse, dana.morse@maine.edu, 207-563-3146; www.northeastaquaculture.org)

23-25 February 2009.  29th Milford Shellfish Seminar, Meridan, CT.  (contact: Walter
Blogoslawski, walter.blogoslawski@noaa.gov, 203-883-6535; mi.nefsc.noass.gov/seminarworkshop)

NEMAC News is published by the Northeastern Massachusetts Aquaculture Center, housed at the Cat Cove Marine Laboratory operated by 
Salem State College.  The Cat Cove Marine Laboratory physically includes a 5,500 ft2 laboratory and an 8 acre, tidal pool, Smith Pool.  For more 
information regarding aquaculture initiatives by NEMAC and Salem State College or to be added to our Newsletter mailing list contact the
Cat Cove Marine Laboratory at 978-542-6824 or Dr. Joe (jbuttner@salemstate.edu) or Dr. Fregeau (mfregeau@salemstate.edu) or visit our website 
www.salemstate.edu/biology/aquaculture.

NEMAC personnel spent much of 2007-2008 mus-
seling around the coastal waters off Cape Ann.  They 
installed and deployed mussels on experimental long-
line set-ups off Cape Ann to evaluate the potential 
for growing blue mussels (Mytilus edulis) in nearshore 
waters.  

Dr. Mark Fregeau readies floats and buoys for deployment.

Mussel seed (mean size 6.2mm) was collected and 
stocked onto six dropper lines. Each line was 2m long 
and stocked at a density of ~ 1000 mussels/m using 
standard cotton socking and core “fuzzy” rope.  In July 
2006, these lines were deployed in 10 m of water off 
Hodgkins Cove in Gloucester.  Lines were suspended 
from floats 6 m below the surface to avoid interfering 
with boat traffic. The set-up was designed to keep 
mussel lines 5m off the bottom to limit exposure 
to potential predators, especially crabs and sea stars. 
Mussels were monitored monthly for a period of 15 
months. Inspections were conducted by divers and 
video recordings. 
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Professional contributions take many forms including publications, professional and technical presentations. 
During the 2007-2008 academic year nearly a dozen presentations were made by Laboratory personnel
before varied audiences.  Recent publications and reports include:

A BIG thank you to our summer crew, without whose 
assistance NEMAC would be unable to function at the 
capacity realized over the last half decade.

Photo on left: 
NEMAC summer 2008 crew (L-R): Dana Monteiro, Ted Maney, Ashley London, 
Scott Weston, Heather Tierney, Mark Fregeau, Christine Francois, Dr. Joe, Julie 
Greenwood (lt to rt).  Not pictured is Grant Kokernak.

Monitoring of mussels documented good growth and survival.

Mussels survived and grew well, attaining a mean size of 
61.1 mm during the 15 month study.  In 2007-2008, 
juvenile mussels were again deployed off Hodgkins Cove 
and at a second, deep water location, in Rockport. On-go-
ing monitoring has confirmed the good survival and rapid 
growth observed for mussels stocked in 2006.  Efficacy 
of long-line, mussel culture was shared with North Shore  
fishers on 18 June 2008 at a hands-on workshop, by Dr. 
Fregeau and Francois Bourque, from Quebec.

Francois Bourque, Evan Parker and Tony Murawski (L to R) visit mussel 
culture site off Gloucester.

Collaborative efforts between NEMAC and the 
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries 
to restore and enhance softshell clams in Boston Harbor 
continue.  Since 2006, over 2.5 million clams have been 
spawned and grown to a suitable size (preferably > 10 
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