CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

Salem State University
MINUTES

Meeting: 11/12:05
Date: 16 November 2011
	MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Douglas Allen, Julianna Andrews, Elizabeth Coughlan, Neal DeChillo, Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello, Ryan Fisher, Arlene Greenstein, Rebecca Hains, Kathleen Hess, Joseph Kasprzyk, Severin Kitanov, Megan Miller, Anne Noonan, Mary Platt, Christopher Schoen

	GUESTS:  Bill Cunningham, Chair, Theater and Speech


	I.
	Chair’s Report

	
	Douglas Allen announced that a quorum had been reached and called the meeting to order at 3:09 PM.

Remaining meeting schedule for Fall 2011: 
December 7, 2011
Douglas Allen reported that there are a number of packets in the pipeline so we should be prepared for a full meeting in December. 



	II.
	Secretary’s Report

	
	Kathleen Hess reported that the minutes of meeting 11/12:04 were approved unanimously via email with minor corrections.


	III.
	Subcommittee Reports

	
	A. Course Review
There were no reports from any of the Course Review Subcommittees 
B. Core Curriculum Advisory Committee

The Core Curriculum Advisory Committee reported on the progress of the President's Advisory Committee on the Core Curriculum. A meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 11/22; reading materials are in an on-line WIKI for everyone to read ahead of the meeting. The procedures of the President’s Advisory Committee on the Core Curriculum are transparent, inclusive and goals-based. 
C. Procedures Committee

A question was asked about the procedures for getting a Q V or W designation for a course; specifically, it was asked if a memo was required because there is a statement in the All College Committee 10/11:09 minutes regarding a packet proposing a new course with a “W” designation that was approved by the Curriculum Committee but returned by All College. Part of the explanation for the return of the packet was that “There are bureaucratic problems with this course proposal, such as the omission of a separate memo explaining the validity of the request for Advanced Writing Requirement Course status (i.e. W status) for this course….” No one in the Curriculum Committee was aware that such a memo was required. Douglas Allen will check into the comment that a memo is necessary.

It was suggested that we need new procedures that will somehow flag the registrar’s office when there is a change in requirements that should be incorporated into the degree tracker (e.g., change in use of a course or the addition of a new course). Joseph Kasprzyk and Megan Miller will work on this.
D. Insignificant Change Review Subcommittee

The Insignificant Change Review Subcommittee has successfully processed the following Insignificant Changes: 12:037 – 12:049.
E. Distribution Electives Subcommittee

One of the motions approved at the last meeting (11/12:04) recommended that the wording in the Academic Catalog related to the division electives should be changed to remove information that is confusing and irrelevant to students. Douglas Allen will write a memo and send it to the registrar’s office. Specifically, the wording should be changed to the following:

Distribution Electives

As well as completing the full year sequences in literature, laboratory science, and history, the student must complete 15 additional semester hours of Electives to satisfy the Distribution Requirements. Within each division the courses (sequences and electives) must be drawn from at least two different disciplines.

Courses which satisfy Distribution Requirements are designated “D” in the departmental course descriptions (e.g. DI, DII, DIII).

The choice of additional courses is subject to the following limitations:

1. The student must earn at least three, but not more than nine additional semester hours in each of the three divisions.

2. Except for Distribution sequences shared between two departments, all courses used to satisfy Distribution requirements, both sequences and electives, must be in subject areas other than the student’s major.

3. No more than two courses in a sequence may be used to satisfy the Distribution Requirements.

The literature sequence of Division I shall be completed in courses offered by the English Department or the Foreign Languages Department.

Except for certain courses specified for Level I or II, the Distribution courses may be completed at any time during the student’s four years. It should be noted, however, that it is impossible for any student taking supervised student teaching to complete a two-semester sequence in the senior year. 


	IV.
	Special Business

	
	
There was no special business to discuss.


	V.
	Old Business

	
	A. PHILOSOPHY DEPARTMENT TABLED
Request for Approval of Application for Philosophy Major
09:105

B. MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT TABLED
BS-Business Administration-International Business-Change in Flowsheet
11:113
C. THEATRE AND SPEECH COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT (Rebecca Hains and Sub-Committee B)
SPC101E-ESL Public Speaking-Change in Existing Course (TABLED)
12:011
SPC207-Voice and Diction-Change in Existing Course
12:013
Rebecca Hains moved to approve the Theatre and Speech Communication Department packet, Kathleen Hess seconded. There was much discussion regarding the changes in SPC101E-ESL (packet 12:011). Concern was expressed about the change from 3 to 4 course credits that will result from a new requirement for mandatory lab time. The concern was not about the increase in course credits, but rather that it was not clear if the change also signified an increase in faculty work load, or if the lab time was something the students did on their own time. There is precedent for both scenarios; however, the faculty needs to discuss this specific instance with Academic Affairs to determine whether this 4 credit course should carry a 3 or 4 credit faculty workload. The Curriculum Committee felt that this issue needs to be resolved before the new course credits are approved.
Rebecca Hains moved to table packet 12:011 until this issue is resolved; Kathleen Hess seconded. The vote to table packet 12:011 was unanimous.

Little discussion was needed for 12:013 because it just involved changing the language of the course description to make it easier for students to understand. The vote to approve packet 12:013 was unanimous. 
D. INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES DEPARTMENT (Mary Platt and Sub-Committee D) (TABLED)
American Studies Minor-Request for New Minor
12:020
IDS333-Topics in American Studies-Change in Existing Course
12:021
Because the chair of the Interdisciplinary Studies Department was not in attendance and had not identified anyone as a substitute spokesperson for the department, Mary Platt moved to table the packet; Kathleen Hess seconded. The vote to table the IDS packets 12:020 and 12:021 was unanimous.


	IV.
	Insignificant Changes

	
	A. POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

POL251-Introduction to International Politics-Insignificant Change in Existing Crse
12:037
POL352-Issues in International Politics-Insignificant Change in Existing Course
12:038
POL355-The Politics and Legacies of the Sixties-Insignificant Change in Existing

  Course
12:039
POL362-Globalizationand Geopolitics in the 21st Century-Insignificant Change in

  Existing Course
12:040
POL378-The Vietnam War and Its Legacy-Insignificant Change in Existing Course
12:041
B. THEATRE & SPEECH COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT
SPC301N-Negotiating Conflict-Insignificant Change in Existing Course
12:049


There being no other business, Rebecca Hains moved to adjourn the meeting; Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello seconded. The vote to adjourn was unanimous, and the committee adjourned at 3:53 PM.

Submitted by __________________________________                                                                                                                             
Kathleen Hess (recorder)

