MEMORANDUM

TO:

All College Committee

FROM:

Curriculum Committee

RE:

Revised language of W, V, and Q for catalog and for chairs
DATE:

February 24, 2010
For Catalog :
Quantitative Requirement (College Level)   (“Q”)*
(3 credits)   (CURRENT LANGUAGE)
Students, in addition to the Laboratory Science Sequence, must complete at least one college level course emphasizing quantitative analysis. This can be taken either in the student’s major or as an elective. 
Goals of the Quantitative Requirement: 

1. To manipulate, plot, and analyze data

2. To Interpret and predict trends

3. To use a model, theory or principle to analyze quantitative problems

Diversity Requirement (“V”) (9 credits)

Students will take one diversity designated course in addition to HIS 101 and 102. 

Goals of the Diversity Requirement:

1) To increase students’ familiarity with cultures other than the majority, white Western culture of the United States

2) To increase students’ ability to live comfortably in the multicultural world 
3) To increase students’ ability to interact respectfully with members of different groups.
4) To increase students' awareness of how systematic, structural inequalities in society--such as privilege and power dynamics--result in minority group(s) experiencing prejudice, discrimination, and/or oppression.
"In this context, 'minority' does not necessarily signify a numerical minority. Rather, it signifies a group that, in relation to the  

dominant group(s) in a culture or society, has less power."

Writing Requirement (Upper Level) (“W”) (3 credits)

The upper-level writing requirement is fulfilled by any course carrying a "W" designation, regardless of where the course is used on the flow sheet.  All “W” courses must be at the 300 level or higher.

Goals of the Writing Requirement

1) To expose students to discipline-specific writing.

2) To teach students how to use writing as a tool for more successful thinking and learning.

3) To expose students to a writing-intensive course.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Chairs:
QUANTITATIVE GUIDELINES (Q)

The course description should clearly indicate how the course addresses quantitative reasoning in a particular context and include the ability to accomplish the following objectives/tasks:
1. Manipulate, plot, and analyze data

2. Interpret and predict trends

3. Use a model, theory or principle to analyze quantitative problems
DIVERSITY GUIDELINES (V)

To receive the “V” designation, courses must explore how systematic, structural inequalities in society--such as privilege and power dynamics--result in minority group(s) experiencing prejudice, discrimination, and/or oppression. “V” courses may examine the experiences of minority groups in U.S. society and/or the societies of other nations. 

Goals of the Diversity Requirement:

1) To increase students’ familiarity with cultures other than the majority, white Western culture of the United States

2) To increase students’ ability to live comfortably in the multicultural world 
3) To increase students’ ability to interact respectfully with members of different groups.
4) To increase students' awareness of how systematic, structural inequalities in society--such as privilege and power dynamics--result in minority group(s) experiencing prejudice, discrimination, and/or oppression.
"In this context, 'minority' does not necessarily signify a numerical

minority. Rather, it signifies a group that, in relation to the dominant group(s) in a culture or society, has less power."

Proposals to the curriculum committee requesting a "V" designation should indicate, in both the course description and in the course goals, that the course's primary focus is the exploration of structural inequalities in society. These issues should be interwoven throughout the course.
QUALITATIVE GUIDELINES (W)

1. Students produce the kinds of writing commonly practiced in the discipline.

2. Writing requirements are reflected in stated course goals, objectives, and course descriptions.

3. Writing in the discipline is used as tool for more successful thinking and learning, as is demonstrated by the course goals, objectives, and course description.

4. Teacher and students interact through drafts and revisions while doing assigned writing.

5. Writing contributes at least 40% to the grade.

6. Course must be at 300 level or above.

__________________________________________________________________________________
